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Consultants to the Professionals!

Remember, if your claim is worth more than a cup of coffee call me and ask for a “Claim 
Review”, it may save you a lot of time and money!

Your client, a Landscape Architect, is being sued, because a landscape he designed lost 
300 plants. The suit alleges, that the plant loss was due to the Landscape Architect 
violating, “National Standards by not following the American National Safety Institute 
(ANSI) Z 60- 1.2004 standard”.  Do you know what the ANSI Z 60.1-2004  is?

Answer Sheet to the 
December Consulting Arborist Quiz

1.  ANSI Z 60.1-2004 is 
 - A federal statute enacted by the U.S. Department of Homeland  
   Security to legislate proper landscape planting procedures. No

 - A federal Health and Welfare directive adopted on a State by State 
   basis? No

 - A document created by the American Nursery and Landscape   
   Association primarily as a communication tool? Yes, the standards   
   have been around in some form since 1923. The most 
   recent standard was created in 2004. 
 
2.  ANSI Z 60.1-2004 specifies the proper planting depths for trees? 
Yes, 4.3.3 talks about having the root flare at top of soil and ground level.

3.  ANSI Z 60.1-2004 specifies that a landscaper should wear the proper personal protective equipment 
(PPE) of a) a hard hat, b) eye protection, c) hearing protection, and thick leather gloves? No, the 
standard does not talk about personal protective equipment.

4.  ANSI Z 60.1-2004 specifies how traffic cones are set up for a safe work site? No, parking and 
traffic control are not part of the standard.

5.   ANSI Z 60.1-2004 provides definitions and specifications for use in creating individual specifications 
for landscape projects? Yes, one of the primary goals of ANSI Z 60.1-2004 is, to help in 
communication when writing specifications for landscape projects.

6.  ANSI Z 60.1-2004 specifies the proper size of a root ball for a tree? Yes, there is a lot of 
discussion on root ball size.


