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 The End of the Line
In August of 1889, the Citizens Railway Company of Indianapolis 
purchased a 246 acre farm along the Central Canal, just north of 
the city. Their intention was to create a destination at the end of 
the trolley line, for families to enjoy a picnic in the country, and to 
encourage the use of the City’s first electric streetcar. 

It was the view from the bluff, overlooking the river and canal, 
that gave the park its name when an early visitor exclaimed, “My, 
what a fair view!”  Wading ponds, a greenhouse with rare plants, 
baseball diamonds, a pony track, formal gardens with electric 
fountains, a restaurant and a boat house all were added in the 
creation of Fairview Park. 

On the ride out passengers would pass through waving cornfields on the “new fangled electric cars”, to hear “all 
out Fairfield Park”, at their destination. Visitors could enjoy a beautiful day in the country for the admission price 
of a 5 cent trolley ride. As park attendance grew, more attractions were added, including a Merry-Go-Round, a 
bowling alley, canoe activities and an annual Native American dramatization of Longfellow’s Hiawatha.

Fairview Park also facilitated a “Fresh Air Mission” which provided rest and medical care for children inflicted with 
various ailments. The practice of getting the sickly outdoors was a common trend of the day and often included 
overnight stays and education on nutrition and health.

While most of the infrastructure of the park is gone, some of the mature trees on the campus of Butler University 
may actually date to the park era. One area along the Central Canal where “picnickers would sit and lovers would 
stroll” and where the pony track was has been renovated and renamed Holcomb Gardens, in honor of James Irving 
Holcomb, an early Trustee of the University. The grounds are still a popular destination for spring strolls, family 
photos and outdoor class work. 

Somehow when you consider the history of the park, the Butler 
grounds and Holcomb Gardens glisten with an even more 
distinctive charm.

References: Two postcards - Hyman’s Handbook of Indianapolis, 
M.R. Hyman Co. 1907. Information provided by Dr. David 
Vanderstel- Marion County Historian, and Connie Zeigler through 
personal communication and their feature in the Encyclopedia of 
Indianapolis.  Comments in quotes gleaned from Butler University 
Collegian articles. Special thanks to Dr. Sally Childs-Helton and Dr. 
Rebecca Dolan both of Butler.


