
Historical Trees

Treeconsultant@aol.com     (317) 815-8733      www.judscottconsultingarborist.com.

Historical trees brought to you by Jud Scott who is a lover of trees 
and history. Contact Jud if you need help preserving 

a tree or resolving a tree conflict.

Indiana’s First Roof Top Garden
Shortly after the Greensburg Indiana courthouse and 110 foot clock 
tower were constructed, residents began noticing that trees had 
sprouted from the roof. Fearing damage to the roof a steeplejack was 
hired in 1888 to remove all but one tree.

Through the years there has been much confusion about what 
species the tree was. A 1905 post card in the Indiana Historical 
Society collection shows the tree and the clock tower and speculates 
that it sprouted from “a maple seed, blown up to the roof by the 
wind”. In 1922 a Chicago University Professor of Botany identified 
the tree as a linden. A 1935 Popular Science magazine article reports 
that “samples were sent to Forest Products Laboratory and it was 
found to be a poplar”. At some point samples were also sent to the 
Smithsonian where the tree was identified as a big tooth aspen. The 
Indiana Historical marker erected in 1980 on the court house lawn 
claims it is a large tooth aspen.  

Decatur County Historian, Russell Wilhoite  clears up the species 
issue by accounting that there have actually been thirteen different 
trees on the clock tower over the years and that they may have been 
different species. He explained that today’s tree has been growing 
since 1958 and that in 2004 Ripley’s Believe It or Not came to town 
to film the tree. He at this time took clippings which Purdue foresters 
identified as a mulberry. 

Wilhoite also relayed a great story that during droughty weather in 
1953 the local fire department watered the tree with their firehouse 
and that he is sure that today the tree gets water from “the spring in 
the clock!”


